38              THREE YEARS IN MANIPUR

Any new invention in the latter pleased
them immensely, and they immediately
\vished to know where the weapon was made
and all particulars. They generally stayed
with us some time on these occasions. Two
or three days afterwards they would ask my
husband to shoot or ride with them, and
we always saw something of them during the
week. On one occasion I mentioned to them
that I had never seen a shell fired, so they got
the Maharajah to arrange for a field-day, and
we rode out to their own rifle-range, and
"saw their two mountain-guns brought out
with different kinds of shell, and fired by
the Senaputti himself.

When I think over the events of the last
few months, it seems difficult to realize the
friendly terms on which we had ever been
with the Court at Manipur. How little we
could foresee the terrible destruction those
same guns were to bring upon our peaceful
home in the near future! I was so delighted
that day at watching the effect of a shell on